
 Page 1 of 25 January 11, 2010 

 Testing Overview 

As you all know,  is in the process of moving its data center to a new location. This move will 
involve the relocation and reconfiguration of nearly every application our business uses. 
Reducing the risks inherent to a project of this size will require significant time and attention to 
detail. To maximize the effectiveness of the time spent we have prepared guidelines to stream 
creation of test cases and a structured plan for their execution. 
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Functional Test Composition Guidelines 

Functional Test Cases are created in a similar way to Smoke Test Cases.  

The easiest way to create a Functional Test is to click on the link in the SpiraTeam Requirement 
email that you may have received. You can also click on the “Planning” tab in SpiraTeam to 
display a list of all Requirements.  

 Clicking on the “plus” and “minus” signs will display and hide the contents of the folders. Notice 
the screen shot is hiding the contents of the “Specific Applications” folder while displaying the 
contents of the “Business Scenarios” folder and its nested folders. These are the requirements 
for which Functional/Integration Test Cases must be created. 

 

After you click on the emailed link (or the name of a requirement from the list) and log in with 
your network ID, the Requirement page below will be displayed. 
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4. Test Steps 

a. Each Test Step is composed of three components; “Test Step Description”, 

“Expected Result”, and “Sample Data”. 

b. The Test Step Description should be written as a narrative that guides a tester 

through exactly what steps to take, regardless of their familiarity with the system 

they are testing.  

i. For example, “Press the (Promise Date) button - the calendar button to 

the left side the red $ - then press the (Sourcing) button and then the 

(OK) button” will be much more effective than simply stating “Set a 

promise date”.  

ii. Multiple actions should be included in one Test Step to avoid too much 

granularity as long as the test steps logically fit together; especially if the 

steps lead to one expected result. 

c. The Expected Result is most often a statement describing what the tester should 

see after entering the Sample Data.  

i. In some cases, the Expected Result also includes a direction to the tester 

to save relevant information such as order details in the Actual Results 

field. 

d. Sample Data is just that. It’s the data that should be entered by the tester to 

obtain the Expected Result.  

i. It is described as either a literal text string (“602”), a variable whose value 

is specified in another test step or case ({branch defined in test case 

name}), or an actual key stroke ([Enter], [F12]).  

ii. Like the Descriptions, there may be more than one data element 

specified to reach a desired result (e.g. “go ENCUS 602”*Enter+ “z 

SEM”*Enter+ “tulip”*Enter+).  
























